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REGULATED AIR SERVICES — GASCOYNE AND MIDWEST 

406. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the tender DOT 403417—a request for a proposal for flights to operate regulated regular public transport 
air services in the Gascoyne and midwest. Given that the regional air services inquiry will set a direction for the 
state’s aviation policy into the future, why has the government pre-empted the outcome and gone to tender for air 
services in the midwest and Gascoyne? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

I thank the member for North West Central for that question relating to that specific issue. My explanation is that 
we do not want this service not to be in the air and so we do not want any delays. Of course, we are watching very 
closely what is happening with this parliamentary inquiry. It is great to see that the WA Labor government is 
taking this issue seriously. We have already seen the outcome through Qantas’ response with regional 
Western Australians getting a discount on a number of services each year. My department has already given 
evidence to that committee. We want to see a fair outcome. My understanding is that we do not want to 
unnecessarily delay or inconvenience people in the meantime. Of course, we are very keen to work with the 
committee’s recommendations, but there has been eight and a half years of no action from the other side. In six 
months we have an inquiry underway and everyone in regional WA is talking about it and taking it seriously. 
I know the amount of — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, you have asked a question. You have a chance for 
a supplementary question. Just wait. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We take it seriously. We will see in today’s budget even more money for these services 
throughout regional WA. The member for North West Central was part of a government for eight and a half years 
that did nothing on this issue. 

Mr V.A. Catania: You have gone out to tender while you have an inquiry. Answer the question. 

The SPEAKER: I will answer your question. You are called to order for the first time, member for North West 
Central. Any more behaviour like that, and you will go home early. 
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